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A taste of
the countryside

Trees have
stories to tell
Highlights from the book
‘Around the World in
80 Trees.’ Cullen, H2

Century home in Caledon has a
barn and garage on 10 acres, H4
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Downtown condo courts millennials
Upscale suites come with a 99 Walk Score in the heart of the Entertainment District
TRACY HANES
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

Madison Elkhazin’s first condo purchase three years ago has taught her a lot
about buying her perfect home.
A hard-working growth equity analyst,
Elkhazin, 25, bought a resale suite in the
rail corridor neighbourhood, between
Bathurst Street and Spadina Avenue.
She’s found her commute to work, at
Yonge and St. Clair Avenue, can take up
to an hour; her young neighbours are
transient and enjoy partying; and there
are few restaurants and public spaces
close by. Plus, she’s found the design of
her suite to be awkward.
“This time when I was looking for a
condo, I was a lot more diligent about
the building, the suite layout and the
amenities,” said Elkhazin. “When I purchased my first condo three years ago, I
bought in a rush.”
After an extensive search, she found
what she was looking for in a new project in Toronto’s downtown Entertainment District, at 55 Mercer, by CentreCourt Developments. The coming
47-storey building has been designed to
offer “affordable luxury” and to appeal
to career-minded young professionals
such as Elkhazin.
She hasn’t finalized which suite she’ll
buy yet, but has her eye on a 600- to
650-square-foot, one-bedroom-plusden unit.
“When we design any building, we
want to have a clear idea of the demographic. And with 55 Mercer, it is young
professionals in their 20s and 30s who
want to live, work and play downtown,”
said Gavin Cheung, a vice-president at
CentreCourt.
“These are people who work in banking, law or technology fields who want to
live close to their job opportunities,”
Cheung said, adding King West has become “Ground Zero” for tech jobs in
Canada.
The location at 55 Mercer has a Walk
Score of 99 and a transit score of 100.
Elkhazin will have a subway stop close to
home and will be able to walk to client
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Coming Soon to Bayview & Royal Orchard
An incredible collection of elegant luxury condos, Royal Bayview offers
home-sized suites overlooking the private Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto in Thornhill.
This is an exclusive opportunity to live in a community lavishly designed
to be sumptuous and serenely modern.
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REGISTER NOW AT TRIDEL.COM TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE APPOINTMENT
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Condo buyer Madison Elkhazin, right
— with CentreCourt vice-president
Gavin Cheung — says “living in a
building with like-minded people” is a
highlight of 55 Mercer that she’s
looking forward to. The 47-storey
highrise will include 543 condo suites,
plus an indoor-outdoor gym, basketball
court, co-working space and outdoor
lounge area.
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Affordable luxury theme attracts buyers
CONDOS from H1

meetings downtown, even in
bad weather since access to the
underground PATH system is
150 metres from the building.
When she wants to relax or
have a night out, she’ll be within
minutes of restaurants and attractions including the TIFF
Bell Lightbox cinema, live theatre venues, Roy Thomson Hall,
the Rogers Centre and CN Tower — to name a few.
“The location practically sells
itself as it’s in the centre of
nightlife, restaurants, nightlife,
bars, theatres and sporting
events and has incredible connectivity via PATH and subway,” said Cheung.
At 55 Mercer, a three-level,
18,000-square-foot amenity
centre will include the Mercer
Club, a multi-level gym with
cross-fit, yoga and weighttraining areas, private exercise
rooms with Peloton bikes and
an outdoor basketball court.
“We will also have a co-working space and boardroom that’s
a nod to young professionals
who want a seamless 24-7 lifestyle, with a well-appointed
communal space they can use
around the clock without going
outside the building,” said
Cheung.
Elkhazin is excited about the
amenity spaces at 55 Mercer.
“There are no places to sit and
study where I live now. There
are only two barbecues for my
building and I never get to use
them. The outdoor lounge at
the new condo will be amazing
for me and my family and
friends and we’ll definitely be
using that and the outdoor basketball court.
“It’s going to be an amazing
experience.”
Cheung describes 55 Mercer
as a “legacy project” for CentreCourt — located in a statement location with luxe design
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Madison Elkhazin explores the Entertainment District where her new condo — 55 Mercer — will
be built. The neighbourhood has a Transit Score of 100 and a Walk Score of 99.
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A luxe lobby is planned, with Fendi-designed
furniture, plus marble and glass finishes.

and finishes. The lobby will be
similar to a high-end hotel, with
Fendi furniture and marble and
glass finishes.
“The lobby is going to be a
clean, stylish space and Fendi is
one of my favourite brands,”
said Elkhazin. “I will feel proud

“The location practically sells itself as it’s in the
centre of nightlife,” the developer said.

to live there.”
As well, 55 Mercer has a partnership with luxury car dealer
Pfaff, so residents will have access to a high-end car-share vehicle, as well as deals on renting
for longer trips with an Audi,
BMW or Porsche.

- Flato President, Shakir Rehmatullah

COMING SOON
TOWNHOMES AND
DETACHED HOMES
FROM THE HIGH
$500’S
BEETON
greenridgebeeton.ca

“The reason we’re so excited
about partnering with Pfaff is
we want to offer luxury experiences at affordable prices and
this an example. So many people are electing not to buy parking spots and they won’t need it
at 55 Mercer, given its location,”

Location: Mercer and Blue
Jays Way
Developer: CentreCourt
Developments; Architect: IBI
Group
Project: 47-storey tower,
eight-storey podium with
543 suites from 370-1,050
square feet in layouts that
include studios, one-bedroom, one-plus-den, twobedroom and three-bedroom.
Priced from $550,000 to
$1M+.
Suite amenities: Include
nine-foot ceiling heights in
principal rooms, choice of
flooring, stone countertops.
Building amenities: Threelevel amenity space with
indoor and outdoor gym,
basketball court, Peloton
bikes, co-working space,
dining room, boardroom,
outdoor barbecues and fire
pits
Tentative occupancy: 2024
Contact: www.55mercercondos.com

said Cheung. “We think this will
be a game-changer for residents.”
Elkhazin plans to take advantage of those programs.
“This is a great, great perk and
fits in with the affordable luxury theme. It’s better for the environment and I’ll get to test
drive all these amazing cars.”
As well, meeting her future
neighbours is a highlight for
Elkhazin.
“It will be great from a community perspective,” she said.
“The company I work with invests a lot in the tech sector. I’ll
be living in a building with likeminded people. The community that will be there is one of the
things I’m most looking forward to.”

