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S ebastian Mizzi spent 
much of his childhood 
roaming downtown To-

ronto’s east end to soak up his 
family history. His grandpar-
ents had settled on Sackville 
Street when they immigrated 
from Italy in the 1950s and his 
father, Santo, had grown up 
there. By the time Sebastian 
came along, the family had 
moved to the Danforth but 
Santo often took his young son 
back to the area to reminisce. 

“I remember going down 
there on a Saturday or Sun-
day,” Mizzi recalls. “We’d go 
to St. Lawrence Market, King 
Street, Queen Street. My Dad 
would show us where he grew 
up, where he went to school, 
where they went to church. 
He’d say, ‘This is where we 
used to get coffee in the mor-
ning, but now it’s not there.’”

While studying urban 
planning at Ryerson Univer-
sity, Mizzi often found him-
self wandering back to the 
neighbourhood during class 
breaks. He eventually began 
building homes and condo-
miniums in the 905 region 
and the United States but he 
retained a soft spot for the 
east end. So when he and his 
partners at SigNature Com-
munities were looking for a 
new venture recently, Mizzi 
looked back to his roots. 

“One thing that drew us to 
this spot was how diverse it 
really is,” says Mizzi, 34. “It’s 
got such a community feel be-
ing so close to the hustle and 
bustle of downtown, which 
is something that I grew up 
in and I feel is really import-
ant. We’re trying to embrace 
the community by developing 
here. We’re not trying to 
change it, that’s for sure.”

Mizzi is counting on others 
feeling equally smitten when 
East United opens its lobby 
doors to residents in 2018. 
The 21-storey, 279-unit build-
ing at Berkeley and Adelaide 
streets, which is now selling, 
will incorporate the historic 
Christie, Brown & Co. stables 
built in 1906. Plans call for an 
outdoor movie theatre and 
jamming studio as well as a 
pedestrian mews and six two-
storey townhomes. 

With hot spots near the fi-
nancial district and the CN 
Tower practically built up 
and new land scarce, it looks 
like downtown Toronto’s east 
side is finally ready for prime 
time. East United is just one of 
a host of new residential con-
dominium projects on the go 
or in the works that are set to 
inject some much-needed TLC 
between Yonge Street and the 
DVP. Just this spring several 
more sales offices began sell-
ing units in towers stretching 
from Bloor Street down to the 
lakefront and from Church 
Street out to the Don River, 
with others rumoured or in 
the planning stages. 
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c o n d o  c u l t u r e

B y  M a r i ly n  l i n c o l n

Q. We purchased our condo unit 
over a year ago. It seems there is 
always a little trouble brewing 
when it comes to communica-
tion between the owners and 
the board. Sometimes board 

members quit and others are 
appointed until the next annual 
meeting. I was thinking of vol-
unteering for this job but would 
like to sit in on a few board 
meetings prior to my decision. 
This way I can learn whether or 
not I could handle such a com-
mitment. Are owners permit-
ted to sit in on the meetings? I 
would like to know my options 
before I make such a request. 

A. Sometimes the board of 
directors will set aside time at 
the end of their board meeting 
to speak with an owner who 
has an issue. even though you 
may have been invited to at-
tend the board meeting, you 
cannot be present when the 
board is discussing matters 
that owners are not permit-
ted to hear. Those particular 
matters are set out in the 
Condominium Act. They are: 
records relating to employees 
of the corporation except for 
employment contracts, or 
relating to actual or pending 
litigation, or ongoing insur-
ance investigations involving 

the corporation, other owners 
or other units. 

It is refreshing to read of 
your interest in becoming a 
board member. unfortunately, 
unless invited, no persons 
other than board members 
are permitted to attend board 
meetings. you may want to 
contact the board and inform 
them of your interest. your 
other option is to consider 
taking a director’s course from 
the Canadian Condominium 
Institute. There are many 
chapters of this organization 
throughout Canada and you 
can look them up on the Inter-
net for further information. 

Once you educate yourself, 
you will have a much better 
understanding as to whether 
or not this volunteer position 
is for you. I think the more 
educated a director becomes, 
the more he or she will be 
able to expertly handle the 
situations they face on a daily 
basis. Good communication 
between owners and directors 
is the key to a well-managed 
condominium corporation. 
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Marilyn Lincoln is a condo 
owner, director and author 
of The Condominium Self 

Management Guide 2nd ed. 

Email marilyncondoguide@
hotmail.com with questions. To 
order a copy of her guide, send 

$39.95 plus $4.98 shipping and 
handling to The Condo Guide, 

163 Thaler Ave., Suite 302, 
Kitchener, Ont. N2A 1R4

I would like to be a fly on  
the board meeting’s wall
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volunteer prep

“The development com-
munity, us included, has been 
late to react to the incredible 
neighbourhood that exists 
there today and all the activ-
ity and exciting things that are 
happening in that area,” says 
Shamez Virani, vice-president 
of CentreCourt developments 
that’s behind the 47-storey, 
528-unit Grid Condos project 
near dundas and Jarvis streets. 
“Today it is an incredible neigh-
bourhood that is really driven 
by ryerson’s urban campus ... 
It has had a shortage of new 
residential development for a 
number of years now. There’s 
a great existing urban fabric 
in the neighbourhood, and we 
really just found a seam in that 
fabric.”

According to the City of To-
ronto’s official plan that exam-
ines where highrise growth 
is expected, dozens of towers 
are already planned by the 
City or in approvals. That’s 13 
in downtown east (bounded 
by Carlton to Queen and Jar-
vis to Sherbourne streets); 
seven in the West don Lands’ 
Pan/Parapan Am Games site; 
four near Queen and river 
Street; 13 in the St. Lawrence 
area south of King Street; 14 
in regent Park comprising 
market condos and assisted 
buildings, and three in North 
St. Jamestown (around Bloor 
and Sherbourne streets). 

remember  King-and-
Spadina a decade ago? It al-
most feels like that. Architect 
ralph Giannone, principal of 
Giannone Petricone Associ-
ates, has worked in that area 
for 20 years and is continually 
astounded at its metamorpho-
sis from what he calls a deso-
late place with “scorched earth” 
to today’s “fertile land with 
wonderful flowers blossoming 
that are condominiums and 
parks and restaurants and lots 
of people.” Now he’s excited 
to be working on east united 
(the firm’s fourth residential 
project east of yonge Street 
and its second in the Corktown 
district), not only because the 
Berkeley Street project is so in-
triguing with its heritage and 
modern components, but also 
for its spirited locale.

“It has always been an inter-
esting area, and Berkeley has 
always been a special street,” 
says Giannone. “The church, 
the theatre, the castle, they 
were always interesting little 
destinations that were there. 
And [nearby] Corktown was 
always there, like this little se-
cret pocket of the city. It was 
more of a destination place for 
people in Toronto who didn’t 
live there but would go for 
specific things like showrooms 
or theatre or a special function 
and they would say, ‘What an 
interesting little neighbour-
hood.’ Finally what was kind 
of on the edge is now becom-
ing something else. It’s not 
as much an edge or an in-be-
tween space — [people would 

say] ‘between Corktown’ or 
‘between St. Lawrence’ − but 
it’s now becoming something 
of its own special character.”

In some pockets, campus 
life is what has things hum-
ming. Besides ryerson, the 
east side of yonge is home to 
George Brown College, the 
National Ballet School, the 
Canadian Music Centre and 
the digital Media Zone. Add in 
teaching hospital St. Michael’s 
and a 42,000-square-foot 
sports facility at dundas and 
Jarvis Streets being planned by 
MLSe Foundation for Toronto 
community housing residents, 
and it’s no surprise that build-
ers have taken notice.

In fact, Grid Condos is 
CentreCourt development’s 
second foray into the dundas-
Jarvis area, having sold most 
of the 221 units in its Core 
Condos project over one week-
end back in January 2014. 
Virani has dubbed the area 
“The Learning district” and, 
as such, promises that Grid’s 
amenity space will include the 
Grid Learning Centre featur-
ing more than 8,400 square 
feet of indoor and outdoor 
space with wifi, modular seat-
ing, breakout rooms, photo-
copiers, scanners and even a 
café — what he calls the tools 
student crave as part of their 
daily routine. Says Virani: “It’s 
somewhat outside the box but 
we know what’s happening 
in the neighbourhood. It’s a 
learning environment.”

One person who isn’t sur-
prised by all the attention the 
east side is getting is Steve 
Gupta. As president and CeO 
of eastons Group/Gupta 
Group, he has been buying up 
land there since the 1980s and 
unabashedly crowns himself 
among the first to recognize it 
would one day be downtown 
Toronto’s “it” spot. 

Gupta has been buying up 
buildings east of yonge for 
almost 20 years and turning 
them into hotels and condo-
miniums. His latest project 
at dundas and Jarvis is the 
47-storey dundas Square 
Tower and the 17-storey Gar-
den Tower (the latter featur-
ing five rooftop gardens and 
terraces exceeding 16,000 
square feet). Now that every-
one’s talking about what he’s 
known for years, he’s itching 
to get started on a 52-storey, 
380-unit tower called The 
rosedale near Bloor and 
Sherbourne streets, with a 
170-room boutique-style hotel 
at its base. It’s now in approv-
als but he hopes to take it to 
market by the fall.

“every city in the world 
goes through this in phases,” 
Gupta says of the east side’s 
transformation. “In the ’70s, 
Parkdale or dufferin or King 
or Queen − nobody could even 
think that there would be that 
kind of development there. It’s 
all demand and what people 
look for, the availability of 
land for development and also 
where people want to live ... so 
all this works. No question!”
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Clockwise from top: Mizzi in the East United sales office, Dundas Square Tower, East United, the Grid Learning Centre.

weaving the 
urban fabric

The development community — us included — has been late to  
react to the incredible neighbourhood that exists there today and all  
the activity and exciting things that are happening in the area  
— shamez Virani, CentreCourt Developments


